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learning
objectives

This lesson plan includes fun and developmentally 
appropriate activities for your keiki and ‘ohana. 
We’ve put together a wide variety of activities 
that will help you learn about wayfinding. 

ʻAʻohe ʻulu e loaʻa I ka 
pōkole o ka lou.

There is no success without 
preparation.

Ha‘awina - LessonHawaiian
Canoe Parts

‘Ōlelo No‘eau

To learn and identify parts 
of the wa’a (canoe) and 
their functions.

As a family you will learn to:
• Identify the different parts of a 
canoe in ʻŌlelo Hawaiʻi and English.
• Identify the names and functions 
of the various parts of a canoe.
• Identify the types of materials 
used to construct a canoe.

‘ohana goal - family goal
(Why do the activity?)

Discuss the following questions:

Introduce the canoe by showing 
pictures and/or videos of canoes.

1

2

Introduce parts of the canoe by reading sections 
from the “Hawaiian Canoe-Building Traditions” book.

3

a. Did you see a canoe before? If so, where?
b. What did our kupuna use the canoe for? What 
do we use the canoe for?
c. Have anyone been on a canoe? If so, what did 
you do on the canoe?

a. Discuss the different parts of a canoe and it’s purpose.

Check it out!

The following resource was taken from Hawaiian 
Canoe-Building Traditions (revised edition) by Naomi N. 
Y. Chun, Honolulu: Kamehameha Schools Press, 1995

Begin by introducing the different parts of the 
canoe and their functions. Here are some ideas 
and resources to get started as well as discussion 
questions to deepen your understanding. 

(ʻOhana Engagement)
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Activity idea 

Identify the parts!

Work to identify as many different parts of the canoe that you can in ʻŌlelo 
Hawaii and English. When finished, review the answers.

Wa’a Kaulua
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Identify the parts!

Work to identify as many different parts of the canoe that you can in ʻŌlelo 
Hawaii and English. When finished, review the answers.

Wa’a Kaukahi



Activity idea 

"What am I ?" riddles

Read the section “Parts of the Canoe.” Then, identify the eight different canoe 
parts that are described int he paragrphas below. Answer each “What am I?” riddle 
with the correct term from the Word Bank.



Activity idea 

Let's assemble our own paper wa'a

Let’s assemble all the different parts of the wa‘a together.

Materials

• Scissors
• Glue

• Crayons or color markers
• A sheet of construction paper

1. Color each piece of the wa‘a with your crayons or color markers.

2. Carefully cut out each of the pieces with your scissors.

3. Assemble the pieces to form a wa'a on top of the construction paper.

4. Glue the pieces to the construction paper.

Send us a photo of your wa'a for a chance be featured on the 
Holomoana website! 
Email it to ittraining@ksbe.edu.

SHOW US WHAT YOU DID!
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 (What did you learn? What can you teach?)

Observe:
Test canoes to see:
• Does the canoe float?

• How much weight does 
your canoe support?

• How straight do they sail?

Activity idea 

Build your own canoe

Design and build your own canoe using items located 
in your community.

Once you’ve finished the lesson and activities, reflect and discuss what 
you’ve learned. How can you use what you learned in your everyday life? 
Who can you share this information with?

 a. Canoe ideas

b. Name the parts of their canoe.

i. Natural materials
1. African tulip pods or coconut husk for hulls, leaves 
for sails, etc.

1. Water bottles for hulls, plastic bags for sails, etc.
ii. Recycled materials

Alaka‘i - To lead, Guide, Direct 

Send us a photo of your wa'a for a chance be featured on the 
Holomoana website! 
Email it to ittraining@ksbe.edu.
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